[Current developments in the use of intravenous immunoglobulins].
The use of intravenous immunoglobulins (IVIG) has provided a substantial therapeutic advance in the treatment of antibody deficiency syndromes improving the quality of life of the affected patients. Among the advantages there are the possibility to employ higher doses to reach higher serum levels, with a more efficacious prophylaxis against infections; the prevention of chronic lung disease if IVIG are prescribed early, at diagnosis or at least at the onset of symptoms; the significant improvement of pulmonary function. The IVIG which are likely to be the best choice are the "intact Fc" preparations. In these products, or at least in some preparations, all IgG subclasses are present, which are endowed with specific and differentiated functions. Another important requirement is the presence of specific antibodies (e.g. anti Mycoplasmas, anti Campylobacter, anti Echovirus, anti pyogenic bacteria). The benefits of the prophylactic use of IVIG in preterm and low birthweight infants to prevent neonatal and late-onset infections are widely accepted. Lastly, IVIG are employed successfully in some autoimmune diseases as PTI and immune cytopenias, myasthenia gravis, acute and chronic inflammatory demyelinating polyneuropathy, Kawasaki syndrome, childhood recurrent seizures, juvenile chronic arthritis.